
worked three shifts of twenty-three hours, twenty hours and
three- quarters, and twenty- three hours respectively. Not less
noteworthy is the case of a fireman, who on two successive
days worked shifts of twenty-four hours and fifty minutes and
twenty-one hours and ten minutes respectively. These cases,
though exceptional in the sense of being extreme, are yet
typical in the sense of being due to no breakdown of the
system but only to its exigencies, and they show beyond
dispute that there is a great mischief to be cured. Any
system of apportioning work which leads to such results
stands self-condemned. If those who demand relief from
these conditions cannot obtain it otherwise than by legisla-
tion, they have indeed a strong case to lay before the Legis-
lature. We shall await with much interest the conclusions
of the Committee, for plain as it is that the regulation of
such a matter of detail as the hours of labour in a particular
trade isa singularly unfit subject for legislative interference, i
it is even more plain that the evil which the railway com-
panies have suffered to grow up in their administration
cannot be permitted to continue unredressed. I

ACCIDENTS AT WILD-BEAST SHOWS.

WITHOUT at all desiring to limit unduly the exhibition
of human will power in the brute world, or even to baulk
the whims of a curious public, we are often compelled to
question the policy of permitting such exhibitions in wild-
beast shows. Only the other day a luckless though skilled
performer was attacked for the fifth time in his life and
nearly killed by a lion in a menagerie. Surely we should
lose nothing by the prohibition of such representations.
Lion performances have been repeated ad nauseam. They
teach little or nothing, they exhibit no great variety,
and they are carried out in constant dependence on the
capricious moods of a captive beast. We can hardly see
how, in the face of many disastrous experiences, even the
initiated can defend the safety of these proceedings by
any rational argument. Uncertainty is their essential

feature, and the consequent risk is such as cannot be
reckoned with, and is therefore unjustifiable. The tamer
transformed surely need not miss a livelihood; the menagerie
without him should never be too tame. Why, then, should
the dangerous and brutal absurdity continue ?

STAINES SEWAGE AND THAMES POLLUTION.

UWING to formal complaint that the ;Staines .Local Board
of Health had failed to provide their district with proper
sewers, Mr. S. J. Smith, C.E., of the Local Government
Board, has held an inquiry into the alleged default. The
evidence was much what might have been anticipated.
Staines has no proper sewers; it has a system of cesspools,
mainly leaking ones, which Dr. Alfred Ashby could only
describe as a "rotten" system; a number of these cesspools
empty into a ditch, which is fitted with sluices by the local
board, so that they may hold back the w<tter and then flush
the contents bodily into the Thames, and this notwithstand-
ing the representations of the Thames Conservators; and
nothing but plans and talking have resulted from the con-
sideration hitherto given to the subject. On the other

hand, the Local Board of Health declare the town to be
healthy, and the drawback to a proper system of sewerage
to be one of serious expense. This much might have been
expected ; but, as a matter of fact, the question of the
healthiness of the befoulers of the Thames was hardly in
question. But one phase of the inquiry will hardly have
been anticipated. One member of the present Government,
the President of the Local Government Board, orders the

inquiry into the question of the default of Staines, and at
that very inquiry another member-namely, the Solicitor-
General-appears through a friend, whom, according to the
Scerrey Advertiser, he urges in writing 11 to make a strong

protest against an immense expenditure being forced upon
the town to remedy a partial mischief arising in a great
measure from individual defect." What the "partial mis.
chief " is we fail to understand, unless the writer means
that the pollution of the London drinking water by the
sewage sluices of Staines does not transform all the water
into sewage; and the term " individual defect" is equally
happy in conveying no definite meaning to those who know
that, since there are no proper sewers, individual house.
holders are practically compelled to deal with their sewage
either by polluting the soil of Staines or by polluting the
Thames. It remains to be seen how Mr. Ritchie will deal
with the question.

FOREIGN UNIVERSITY INTELLIGENCE.

Gothenberg.-A new University, endowed entirely from
private sources, has just been opened. This will be the
only Swedish University unconnected with the State.
Jena.-Dr. O. L. Binswanger has been promoted to the

newly created chair of Mental Diseases. -
Kiel.-Dr. Gustav Edlefsen, Extraordinary Professor and

Director of the Policlinic, has announced his intention of
retiring, and has already left the neighbourhood.
Marburg.-Professor Carl Fraenkel, of K&ouml;nigsberg, has

accepted an invitation to the chair of Hygiene in succession
to Professor Rubner.

Prague.-German University : Dr. Rosthorn, of Vienna,
has been appointed temporarily to the charge of the Gyne-
cological and Obstetric Clinic. Bohemian University: Dr.
F. Pecirka has been recognised as privat docent in Derma.
tology.
Tornsk.-Dr. Repreft of Sb. Petersburg, has been ap.

pointed to an Extraordinary Professorship of General
Pathology.

DEATHS OF EMINENT FOREIGN MEDICAL MEN.
THE deaths of the following distinguished members of

the medical profession abroad have been announced:-
Dr. Siegmund Theodor Stein of Frankfort, who is well known
by his papers in connexion with photography and electricity
in their relation to medicine. His chief work is entitled

"Light in the Service of Scientific Research."-Dr. Rotten-
biller, of the Lunatic Asylum at Engelsfeld, in Bavaria.-
Dr. Alexandroff, Prosector of Anatomy in Kazan.-Dr. N.
Kowalewski, Emeritus Professor of Physiology in Kazan.

IT is announced, in the last number of the Revue

d’Hygiene, that an International Sanitary Conference has
been arranged, on the initiative of the Austro-Hungarian
Government, for determining certain questions, amongst
which the passage of the Suez Canal "en quarantine"
will be prominent. The Conference is to meet shortly at
Venice. 

___

THE first Hunterian Lecture of the Hunterian Society
will be delivered on Oct. 14th at 8.30 P.M., by Mr. Hutchin.
son, LL,D., F.R.S., "On the Laws of Partnership in
Disease." " It is a new departure that these Hunterian
lectures are to be free to all members of the medical

profession. -

THE first meeting of the King’s College Medical Society
for the present session will be held on Monday, the 19th
inst., at 8 P.M., in the Marsden Library, when Mr. Henry
Smith, F. R. C. S., will deliver an address on reminiscences
of King’s College." 

--

DR. S. MONCKTON CoPEMAN has been appointed one of
the medical inspectors of the Local Government Board, in
succession to Dr. F. H. Blaxall, who has retired owing to
ill-health.


